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Current mailing address: 





Contacts:
Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture




Tel/Fax: +517-432-2664 (office)

446 West Circle Drive, Room 321




Cell: +218-290-0270
Michigan State University 





Skype: cxdonovan
East Lansing, Michigan 48824-1039




Email: donovanc@anr.msu.edu
EDUCATION
· Ph.D., Michigan State University, Agricultural Economics. March 1996.  Thesis title: Effects of monetized food aid on local maize prices in Mozambique.
· M.A., University of Minnesota, Agricultural Economics, Minor in Statistics, April 1989.  Thesis title: Agricultural lenders in Minnesota and Criteria for Lending.
· B.S., Swarthmore College, Political Science, June 1977.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Deputy Director of the Feed the Future Legume Systems Research Innovation Lab, Michigan State University. September 2018 – present.  Responsibility with the Program Director to oversee a program of $13.6 million which included a multidisciplinary research portfolio across Central America and West Africa, with US university scientists and their collaborating scientists in national research institutes and universities.  At this initial phase, I am responsible for setting up program systems, including monitoring and evaluation, with the Director and the Technical Management Committee. responsible for technical aspects of the program, including technical oversight under the direction of the Director. In addition I have the following functions: 1) serve operationally as the secondary administrative officer in line in accordance with all MSU and USAID procedures and regulations, including overseeing the ME when Director is absent; 2) oversight, along with the Director, of solicitation development and competition for subawards, as well as for all special awards; 3) coordinate and supervise technical specialists, including the M&E specialist and the regional coordinators; 4) assist director to verify compliance with all USAID and MSU guidelines and regulations (e.g., data management plans, participant training); 5) guide and ensure the M&E of the program and subaward projects; 6) interact with Piestar, M&E expert, and subaward PIs regarding semi-annual and annual collection of data and reports from PIs and the systems needed to track all activities and indicators; 7) synthesize data from Piestar for use in the Annual Reports and briefs, with the support of the Program Manager; 8) ensure reporting for all commissioned activities and awards; and 9) work virtually and in-person to coordinate activities of the W. Africa and C. America Coordinators and Technical Specialists. Much of the work with involve supervising and coordinating with the Program Manager, technical experts and other Lab staff.   
Deputy Director of the Feed the Future Legume Systems Research Innovation Lab, Michigan State University. January 2012 – March 2018. Responsibility with the Program Director to oversee a multidisciplinary research portfolio of over $20 million across Central America, Haiti, and sub-Saharan Africa, with US university scientists and their collaborating scientists in national research institutes and universities.  Under the Feed the Future Initiative of the US government, with funding from USAID, I worked with the Legume Innovation Lab staff to organize international meetings, to disseminate research methods and findings, and the ensure that training and capacity building objectives for the funded projects are met.  In association with the Program Director and the Technical Management Committee, I reviewed all projects according to their planned objectives and activities.  In early 2013, we proposed and obtained an extension of 4.5 years with $24.5 million.  I was involved in all aspects of proposal development, including the research agenda and the identification of project themes and countries. I had responsibility for ensuring linkages with USAID Missions on Legume Innovation Lab research, technologies, and activities.  I was responsible for reporting performance to USAID across the program, as well as developing communications materials with our Communications Officer. Previously, as an elected member of the Technical Management Committee, I reviewed performance and planning across all 2007-2012 Dry Grain Pulses CRSP projects.  I was one of two Principal Investigators of the MSU-2 “Expanding Pulse Supply and Demand in Africa and Latin America: Identifying Constraints and New Strategies” project of the Dry Grain Pulses CRSP, focused on Angola and Mozambique from 2007-2012.

Associate Professor, International Development, Department of Agricultural Food, and Resource Economics, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, May 2014 – present (Assistant Professor, Oct 1999 to May 2014).  

In this position since October 1999, associated with the Food Security Group (FSG) under the Food Security II and III Cooperative Agreements of MSU with USAID, I have had a series of responsibilities involving research, training, and policy dialogue regarding Mozambique (Sept 1999-June 2016), Angola (Sept. 2008–August 2015), Zambia (Sept. 1999-Nov 2007), and Rwanda (Sept.1999-2003).  At any given time, I fulfilled responsibilities in 3-6 projects across the countries.  Below is a list of the responsibilities and activities that were important across all of the Food Security Group periods, as I designed a coordinated program of research and policy advocacy.  More detailed project level job descriptions follow.
The key responsibilities as a Researcher with the Food Security Group have been as follows: 

· Design and implement research on agricultural market development and market information systems, in collaboration with Ministries of Agriculture; 

· Work with counterparts to strengthen the Agricultural Market Information Systems in Mozambique, and Zambia, including evaluation, training, and development of new initiatives, with special emphasis on the consistency and efficient systems, and in Mozambique on decentralization, increased private sector role in systems, and use of modern communications technology; 

· Implement impact evaluation for agricultural development programs in sub-Saharan Africa, including baseline survey design and analysis in Mozambique and Angola, with later analysis of impacts over time in Angola

· Support the design, implementation, and analysis of nationally representative large sample rural household surveys in Zambia, Rwanda and Mozambique, including panel data surveys in Rwanda and Mozambique   

· Train policy analysts on complex survey methods, econometric methods and software use for household data analysis and price data in Mozambique, Zambia and Rwanda, as well as additional training in Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya;

· Design research and analysis on the economics of conservation agricultural in Zambia and Mozambique, paying close attention to agronomic as well as financial factors and risks, in collaboration with Mozambican researchers and MSU graduate students

· Present research findings at campus-based seminars, as well as participate in academic courses as a guest lecturer, and supervise graduate students with research in sub-Saharan Africa 

· Develop project proposals for USAID for funding the Food Security Research Project in Mozambique and Angola, as well as proposals to World Bank, World Food Programme, and other institutions
· Write up reporting documents and provide reporting metrics for USAID and other projects, as well as respond to requests for other information.
January 2012- June 2016: Project Co-Principal Investigator, Mozambique: Based at MSU with a part time commitment to FSG, I have helped provide continuity for program management in Mozambique, as well as research and training support.  
Dec 2008 - 2017: Project Co-Principal Investigator, ProRenda project, Angola: For impact assessment purposes, I supervised design and implementation of the baseline survey, mid-term evaluation, and then end of project survey for this World Vision project. With over 600 households in the initial survey in the highlands of Angola, this is the only panel data set of rural households currently available in Angola.  
Sept 2008-March 2013: Project Co-Principal Investigator, Pulse Value Chain Research in Mozambique and Angola: With competitive funding from the Dry Grain Pulses Collaborative Research Support Program, I developed research with Mozambican colleagues on common bean and cowpea value chains.  I trained students and researchers on value chain analysis, times series price analysis, and partial budgeting, developing training modules in Portuguese that can be used by future educators.  

May 2011- early January 2012: In-country Project Coordinator, Mozambique: For the last 8 months of my residence in Mozambique, I became the interim In-Country Coordinator for the MSU Food Security Project.  As in-country coordinator, I managed the MSU Food Security Group program, including personnel, finances, and representing the project in public events and research/extension meeting. There were substantial administrative responsibilities, with USAID reporting requirements, imprest fund management, and coordination of efforts for the design of a continuing project. During mid to late 2011, I provided technical input and managed the funding for the implementation of a major panel survey data collection effort (about 1100 households in central and northern Mozambique) in collaboration with Technoserve and the Ministry of Agriculture.

Mid-September 2009-January 15, 2012: In-country Senior Researcher, Mozambique: Based in Maputo Mozambique, I was responsible for advocacy with and support to Mozambican government counterparts as they moved forward with the Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Program (CAADP) process, in which African leaders establish their countries’ agricultural sector strategies and investment plans.  A key component on the advocacy was to ensure the agriculture/nutrition linkages for Pillar 3 of CAADP related to food security issues.  During this period, the coordination of public, private, and civil society participation in the CAADP process was a key activity, helping to organize and implement a series of consultations in regions of Mozambique.  I also participated in reviewing the contracted documents on the empirical basis for the strategy outline in the CAADP Compact and detailed in the Agricultural Sector Strategic Plan for Mozambique.  The CAADP Compact for Mozambique was signed in December 2011 and my advocacy work shifted to the development of the implementation plan.
September 1999-March 2003: On-Campus Coordinator for the Rwanda Food Security Research Project 
I was responsible for conducting research, training, and policy dialogue in Rwanda in the following subject areas:

· Household data set collection, database organization, and analysis, including instrument design
· Analytical methods and software use for agricultural policy analysis, including training of local staff on the use of SPSS. 

· As the On-Campus Coordinator of the Rwanda Project, I am responsible for both research and administrative aspects of the project.  
Consultant, World Bank, 2007. Agricultural Statistics in Sub-Saharan Africa. Responsible with colleague Dr. Valerie Kelly for assessing institutional arrangements and their impacts on agricultural statistics systems based on four country case studies: Mali, Zambia, Mozambique and Rwanda.  
Consultant on call, Strengthening Emergency Needs Assessments (SENAC), Agricultural Economist, World Food Programme (WFP), Rome, Italy, 2005-2008.

SENAC was a project designed to assist the World Food Programme in improving how they conduct emergency assessments and a key aspect was incorporating more market criteria.  I was a member of the SENAC Markets group and developed market assessment and training materials for WFP’s Emergency Assessments with a special project.  I also chaired the SENAC Markets Group during 2008-2009.   

Consultant (full time), Farm Management Specialist, FAO, Rome, Italy, April 1999- October 1999.

With the Chief and other staff of the Farm Management and Production Economics Service, I had both programmatic and specific responsibilities, as indicated in the following: 

· Assist in the preparation of an evaluation of best practices and a field handbook for economic assessment and analysis of constraints in FAO's Special Programme for Food Security; 

· Participate in program planning and determination of future outputs/guides;

Consultant (full-time), Production Economist, Sahel Station, West Africa Rice Development Association (WARDA), St Louis, Senegal, April 1998 - November 1998. Also, Rockefeller Foundation Visiting Research Fellow, WARDA, St Louis, Senegal, April 1996 - March 1998.

As part of an inter-disciplinary team, I helped develop a research approach to assess yield gaps and productivity of resource use in irrigated rice systems. A key element was collaboration between scientists, extension, development agencies, non-governmental organizations, and farmers in Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, and Senegal. My responsibilities included the design and implement scheme- and farmer-level surveys to evaluate efficiency and risks in farmers’ input use, specifically nitrogen and phosphate fertilizer as well as organizing farmer and extension agent training on the economics of resource use in irrigated rice. 

Graduate Research Assistant for the Food Security Project in Mozambique, funded by USAID.  Michigan State University, Department of Agricultural Economics, September 1991 - March 1996. 

In the war and early post-war periods in Mozambique, I had various responsibilities, including design and implementation of a rapid appraisal of maize markets in seven of nine Mozambican states and using econometric analysis to estimate the effects of monetized (program) food aid arrivals on the prices for domestic and imported maize during the 1991-1995 period. I also worked extensively on market information systems. 
Research Analyst, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Washington, D.C., 

1988 - 1991.  

Responsibilities focused on quantitative analysis of large sample household datasets evaluating factors affecting rural incomes, using a Bangladeshi household survey and training analysts in the use of household and price data for food policy. 
Cooperative Field Promoter and Volunteer Program Coordinator, U.S. Peace Corps, Asunción and Caaguazú, Paraguay, 1981-84.  

· Counseled managers and boards of directors of two cooperatives on financial management and cooperative organization; 

· Designed pilot promotional campaign and administrative guidelines for member savings;

· As Volunteer Coordinator for last year of service, assisted other volunteers in their sites, advised program director and host agency officials on program development.

Other Professional Experience
I have also been a short-term professional consultant or served in advisory positions for various institutions.  
Most recently:  

· Member of the External Advisory Panel of the Feed the Future Peanut Innovation Lab, University of Georgia. For to program of competitive awards, I participate in reviewing all concept notes and proposals, recommending funding allocation of the program.  

· Member of the Advisory Committee for the Feed the Future Innovation Lab on High Yielding, Climate Resilient Legume, Pennsylvania State University 
· External reviewer for Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

· Reviewer for various journals, including Food Policy, American Journal of Agricultural Economics, Journal of Development and Agricultural Economics, and Agricultural Economics

LANGUAGES
English 
- 
native speaker

Portuguese 
- 
excellent reading, writing, speaking and comprehension
Spanish 
- 
excellent reading, writing and comprehension, good speaking

French 

-
very good reading, speaking, and comprehension; good writing 

COMPUTER SKILLS
SPSS and Data Entry, STATA, MS Office Programs, Adobe, and others.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS (in chronological order)

Widders, I., and Donovan, C. 2018. Ten Year Legacy Report of the Dry Grain Pulses CRSP (2007-2012) and the Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Collaborative Research on Grain Legumes (2013-2017). East Lansing: Michigan State University Legume Innovation Lab.  

Agyekum, Michael, Cynthia Donovan and Frank Lupi. 2016. Novel IPM Intervention for West Africa: Smallholder Farmers’ Preferences for Biological versus Synthetic Control Strategies for Cowpea Pests. Paper presented at the 2016 Annual Meeting of Agricultural and Applied Economics Association, Boston, Massachusetts, July 31-August 2. 
Donovan, C., Cunguara, B., and Walker, T. 2016. Assessing directions for cowpea R&D in USAID's Feed the Future Program in Mozambique. Report to Modernizing Extension and Advisory Services (MEAS). FL: MEAS, University of Florida.
Walker, T., Cunguara, B., Donovan, C., Salim, S., Rao, P. P., Amane, M., and Siambi, M. 2016. A Expansão do Feijão Bóer na Agricultura Familiar em Moçambique: Uma História de Sucesso [Expansion of pigeon pea in smallholder agriculture in Mozambique: An emerging success story]. Maputo, Mozambique: Directorate of Economics, Ministry of Agriculture. (also available in English)
Walker, T., Salim, S., Cunguara, B., Donovan, C., Rao, P. P., Amane, M., and Siambi, M. 2015. Pigeonpea’s Rapid Expansion and USAID’s Feed the Future Program in Mozambique. MEAS Brief. September.
Cavane, E., Donovan, C., and Soliman, A. 2015. Post Project Impact Assessment report: Raising the incomes of smallholder farmers in the Central Highlands of Angola. (Report to World Vision). East Lansing: Michigan State University.
Grabowski, P. P., Kerr, J. M., Donovan, C., and Mouzinho, B. 2015. A prospective analysis of participatory research on conservation agriculture in Mozambique. IIAM Working Paper 11E. Maputo, Mozambique: Mozambique Ministry of Agriculture. Available from: fsg.afre.msu.edu/mozambique/WP11E.pdf
Peralta, Alexandra, Donovan, C., Cavane, E. and Dulys-Nusbaum, E. 2013. Impact Assessment report: Raising the incomes of smallholder farmers in the Central Highlands of Angola: ProRenda Project. (Report to World Vision). East Lansing: Michigan State University.
Massingue, Jaquelino, Cynthia Donovan and James Garrett. 2013. Food Availability and Quality of Diet in Mozambique: Linking Agriculture to Nutrition. Flash Policy Brief 64E. Maputo: Ministry of Agriculture. Available in Portuguese.
Steven  Haggblade, Agnes Andersson Djurfeldt, Drinah  Banda Nyirenda, Johanna  Bergman Lodin, Martin  

Chiona, Linley  Chiwona-Karlton, Michael  Dolislager, Magnus  Jirstrom, Emma  Kambewa, Leon  Brimmer, Maureen  Chitundu, Constantino  Cuambe, Cynthia  Donovan, Klaus  Droppelmann, Patrick  Kambewa, Nzola Meso Mahungu, Jonathan  Mkumbira, João Mudema, Hunter  Nielson, Mishek  Nyembe, Venâncio Alexandre Salegua, Alda  Tomo, Michael  Weber, (2012),"Cassava Commercialization in Southeastern Africa", Journal of Agribusiness in Developing and Emerging Economies, Vol. 2. Available from: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/241871668_Cassava_commercialization_in_Southeastern_Africa [accessed Feb 21 2019].
Cavane, Eunice, and Cynthia Donovan. 2011. Determinants of adoption of improved maize varieties and chemical fertilizers in Mozambique. Journal of International Agricultural and Extension Education 18: 3 (5-21).

Mason, Nicole M., Thomas S. Jayne, Antony Chapoto, and Cynthia Donovan. 2011. Putting the 2007/2008 Global Food Crisis in Longer-Term Perspective: Trends in Staple Food Affordability in Urban Zambia and Kenya. Food Policy 36 (2011): 350-367.
Staatz, John, Duncan Boughton, and Cynthia Donovan. 2009.  Food Security in Developing Countries.  Chapter 11 in Critical Food Issues: Problems and State-of-the-Art Solutions Worldwide, eds. Laurel E. Phoenix, Lynn Walter. Praeger Perspectives: New York.
Kelly, Valerie, and Cynthia Donovan. 2008.  Agricultural Statistics in Sub-Saharan Africa: Differences in Institutional Arrangements and Their Impacts on Agricultural Statistics Systems. A Synthesis of Four Country Case Studies.  Report for the World Bank.  MSU International Development Working Paper No. 95. East Lansing, Michigan: Michigan State University. Available at  http://www.aec.msu.edu/fs2/papers/idwp95.pdf 

Donovan, Cynthia, and Jaquelino Massingue.  2007. Illness, death, and macronutrients: Adequacy of rural Mozambican household production of macronutrients in the face of HIV/AIDS. Food and Nutrition Bulletin, 28 (2) supplement 4: S331-338.  
Walker, T, R. Pitoro, A. Tomo, I. Sitoe, C. Salência, R. Mahanzule, C. Donovan, and F. Mazuze. 2006. Priority Setting for Public-Sector Agricultural Research in Mozambique with the National Agricultural Survey Data. IIAM-DFTT Research Report No. 3E.  Maputo: Instituto de Investigação Agraria de Moçambique (IIAM). 
Since 1981, Cynthia Donovan has been involved with research, training and outreach in developing countries. She is currently Deputy Director of the Feed the Future Legume Systems Research Innovation Lab, as well as an Associate Professor in International Development in the Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics (AFRE) and a member of the Core Faculty of the African Studies Center at Michigan State University. As Deputy Director, she and the Director manage a research portfolio that will reach over $10 million. While in a program management role now, she has guided survey-based research with large sample surveys in rural areas with local collaborators in several countries of sub-Saharan Africa. Her recent research and policy advocacy activities focus on key issues in development including the role of legumes in sustainable development, agricultural and nutrition linkages, agricultural statistics, market development for smallholder participation, and impact assessment in sub-Saharan Africa, especially Mozambique and Angola. She has extensive experience in West, East, and Southern Africa, as well as Asia and Latin America, with competency in Spanish, French and Portuguese languages.  









